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process and prepare for training sometime soon. I am
going to greatly miss the CCM family and serving in this
vital ministry, but leaving it in the very capable hands of
Fr. Dustin Larson gives me great peace. He is an
excellent priest who will serve CCM well! It will be
exciting to watch CCM continue to grow under his
leadership. Speaking of growth, we cannot do it without
you, our great benefactors and friends! Please make use
of the enclosed envelope to make a donation to bolster the
good work of CCM. Thank you for your prayers and
support!

Dear Friends of CCM, 
     I hope all is well with you as we welcome the warmth of summer. G.K. Chesterton once wrote, “An
inconvenience is only an adventure wrongly considered; an adventure is an inconvenience rightly
considered.” While his clever quote doesn’t quite apply to the pandemic--it is far more serious than an
inconvenience, and how could you even call it an adventure?—the path that the Church has taken to
adapt and sharpen her strategy for mission has certainly been an adventure, as inconvenient as changing
and adapting may seem. Six months ago, no one would have predicted we’d be learning how to host a
zoom meeting or set up a live-stream; yet, here we are, leveraging the connectivity of the internet for a
noble purpose and reaching people that we wouldn’t have otherwise! Come Holy Spirit! 
     Speaking of adventures, I am about to begin a new assignment, which has been the fruit of much
prayer and discernment. I am grateful that Bishop Doerfler has released me to serve as a chaplain in the
Air Force to "serve those who serve." Please keep me in prayer as I progress through the application 
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Your support helped Fr. Brandon bring
 an Ash Wednesday service to campus.

 

Fr. Brandon Oman, Chaplain

In Christ,

Letter from the Chaplain's Desk



Sally receiving the 2019 Catholic Service Award in
conjunction with her husband Cliff (posthumously).

Sally (nee Fry, '83) met her husband Cliff Luft
('61,'67) while attending NMU during which
time she was welcomed into the Catholic
Church. She would later serve the Church, along
with her husband Cliff, as co-directors of CCM
in the early 90's and then again during the '04-'05
school year. Through her profound example of
service to God and neighbor, Sally and Cliff
(posthumously) were awarded the Legacy of
Faith Catholic Service Award in 2019. Though
she is no longer with us, her impact is still felt
today through the memories of the students she
served at CCM.

Hannah
Dutton

"CCM has been a place for me to
make some of the most amazing
friends. I know it is always a safe

place to trust and share with others.
It has made my college experience

truly wonderful."

Senior Spotlight

"I will always remember their genuine interest
in you…who you were. Sally always would have
a twinkle in her eyes and a warm smile on her
face if you had gone too long without seeing
her.   When you saw her…you knew you were
seeing someone who was  living  their faith
through family, work and action."  

-Tim Glover ('94)

Matt
Mahoney

"CCM has helped me spiritually
not only in the Church, but also in
the classroom. God brought me to
NMU and to CCM to remind me
that He has a plan for my life and
shows me each and every day."

"Sally was campus minister my Junior year at NMU.
We all called her Grandma Sally. My favorite
memory of when she was our campus minister is
when she invited us all for a CCM outing to their
'little house' in Crystal Falls. We went on a tractor
and wagon ride through the woods on a cold fall day.
Sally always had a friendly smile and a listening ear.
She truly was like a Grandma to all of us college
students while we were away from home."

-Auna Mattson ('06)

Remembering Sally Luft
Campus Minister with a Heart of Gold

Andrew
Kilpela

"CCM has been a place that feels
like a second home and great

relationships have been formed
there. The most important lifelong
friendship was also formed there

as I met my future wife."



Our Lady of Good Help Chapel

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we at CCM have
begun to renovate a space on the St. Michael's
grounds into a chapel for our growing 
campus ministry. Inspired by the only
approved Marian apparition in the US,
this space will be named in her honor:
"Our Lady of Good Help Chapel." 
Do not be fooled by the humble 
beginnings; through your help we can 
transform this space into a place for our 
students to grow deeper in relationship with
Christ through prayer, community, Mass, and
Adoration. 

Valerie
 Slaght

"CCM was an amazing
experience. I was welcomed by so

many and made long lasting
friendships through faith.

Everyone was so accepting and
overflowing with love for Jesus."

Brian
Murray

"CCM gave me an
environment to help me to hold

onto and grow my faith with
other students who put Christ
at the center of their lives."

Year supply of candles
Mass books
New vestments
Diocesan hymnals
Holy water font
New carpet
Paint

 
Updated electrical
Altar cloths
Punch code lock
Stations of the
Cross
Lots and 

            lots of prayers   

Mama Mary's Wishlist

Providing our students with a place to 
 

Katie
Jacobs

"CCM helped me educate my
faith more, as I became Catholic

at Easter Vigil of 2018. I was able
to grow in my relationship with
God with people my age who
were also growing in faith." 

 Could you help fund something?Please prayerfully consider how you may be
called to help transform this space through a
one-time donation or by becoming a member of
our "Living Faith" society: a group of people
who recognize the value of CCM and support
our mission by monthly donations (find out more
at nmucatholic.org/living-faith-society).

Regardless of how you are called to help, please
keep our students and our efforts in your prayers. Total Cost Estimate: $7,500

encounter Christ and faith community



Thomas D. MacFadden

Special thanks to our sponsors:

#iGiveCatholic 2019 Results

36   Total Donors

Summer Missionary
Pray for me!

Erin Linderoth
Totus Tuus

Logan Benchina
Hannah Dutton
Katie Jacobs
Andrew Kilpela
Matt Mahoney
Brian Murray
Matthew Pillifant
Valerie Slaght
Katie Spengler
Kat Torreano

Congratulations to Fr. Thomas Merkel ('13)
on his priestly ordination on June 5th at St.
Peter's Cathedral in Marquette, MI. He has
been assigned as parochial vicar to St.
Albert the Great University Parish in
Houghton and St. Anne's in Chassel.

Alumni Updates

13   Alumni Donors

26   New Donors

Through your efforts the #iGiveCatholic appeal 
on Giving Tuesday raised a total of $2,435. 

Congrats Grads!

Katrina (nee Marks) and Peter
('18) Maurer announce the birth
of their daughter Irene Elaine
on January 28th in Marquette,
MI. She was baptized on March
22nd at St. Peter's Cathedral.

Nikki (nee Pietsch, '12) and
Jake ('14) Gaudette announce
the birth of their daughter,
Jessica Marie on April 11th
in Ironwood, MI.

(260% increase in participation)


